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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Claims 1-12 are rejected as failing to define the invention in the manner required 
by 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. 

The claim(s) are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional or 
operational language. The structure which goes to make up the device must be clearly 
and positively specified. The structure must be organized and correlated in such a 
manner as to present a complete operative device. The claim(s) must be in one 
sentence form only. Note the format of the claims in the patent(s) cited. 

Regarding claims 2, 3, and 10 the phrase "for example" renders the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the 
claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim 1, recites the limitation of "whereby the binary age categories can be any partition 
of the entire age spectrum into two groups" this statement is vague and indefinite. 
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Claim 1, is a method claim and the method claim can not define an apparatus as 
claimed in the claim, "A method for extracting ... comprising means for;" and then claim 
just define an apparatus. 

Regarding claims 1-12, claim limitations should end with a semicolon (;). 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 5-8 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 75(c), as being of improper 
dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) 
in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Claims 5-8 define 
"a plurality of classifiers" as claimed. But, as claimed in the independent claim 3, 
"category identification comprise a single or a plurality of classifiers" the or makes it 
either one or multiple classifiers can be use, and therefore, for all prosecution purposes 
examiner considers a single classifier. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

The USPTO "Interim Guidelines for Examination of Patent Applications for Patent 
Subject Matter Eligibility" ( Official Gazette notice of 22 November 2005 ). Annex IV, 
reads as follows: 
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Nonfunctional descriptive material that does not constitute a statutory process, machine, manufacture 
or composition of matter and should be rejected under 35 U.S.C. Sec. 101 . Certain types of descriptive 
material, such as music, literature, art, photographs and mere arrangements or compilations of facts or 
data, without any functional interrelationship is not a process, machine, manufacture or composition of 
matter. USPTO personnel should be prudent in applying the foregoing guidance. Nonfunctional 
descriptive material may be claimed in combination with other functional descriptive multi-media 
material on a computer-readable medium to provide the necessary functional and structural 
interrelationship to satisfy the requirements of 35 U.S.C. Sec. 101. The presence of the claimed 
nonfunctional descriptive material is not necessarily determinative of nonstatutory subject matter. For 
example, a computer that recognizes a particular grouping of musical notes read from memory and 
upon recognizing that particular sequence, causes another defined series of notes to be played, 
defines a functional interrelationship among that data and the computing processes performed when 
utilizing that data, and as such is statutory because it implements a statutory process. 



Claim(s) 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter as follows. Claim 9 recites a data structure which does not 
impart functionality to a computer or computing device, and is thus considered 
nonfunctional descriptive material. Such nonfunctional descriptive material, in the 
absence of a functional interrelationship with a computer, does not constitute a statutory 
process, machine, manufacture or composition of matter and is thus non-statutory per 
se. 

Claims 10-12 are rejected as they are dependent on claim 9. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



7. Claims 1-4, and 9-12 as best understood are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Lobo et al (US 5781650). 

With respect to claim 1 as best understood, Lobo discloses acquiring a digital image 
(figure 1B, 10), applying a face extraction process, (see col. 2, lines 42-43), processing 
face region to extract face features, (see figure 1A, 100) and processing face features 
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for binary age category, (see step 400 of figure 1 A), whereby face region is collection of 
pixels, and whereby face features are representation of pixel, (see camera image in 
figure 1 B, the image is made up of pixels) as claimed. 

With respect to claim 2 as best understood, he further discloses steps of applying 
algebraic space transformations, whereby algebraic transformation is gray scale value 
of the facial regions (see col. 4, line 45 to col. 5 line 28, there is algebraic space 
transformations are applied to find the features in the from the face regions, and as 
seen from the col. 4, lines 48-49, intensity of the image i.e. a gray scale values are use 
for the transformations) as claimed. 

With respect to claim 3 as best understood, he further discloses category identification 

comprises a single classifier, (see step 2, 200 of figure 1A, the Ratios are use to 

classification of the age, and read as the single classifier) as claimed. 

With respect to claim 4 as best understood, he further discloses single classifier 

comprise a combination of collection of data and testing the classifier, (see col. 19, and 

the table 8, the ratios does comprise the data collected and the ratios are tested) as 

claimed. 

Claims 9-12 as best understood are rejected for the same reasons as set forth in the 
rejection of claims 1-8. 

8. An examination of this application reveals that applicant is unfamiliar with patent 
prosecution procedure. While an inventor may prosecute the application, lack of skill in 
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this field usually acts as a liability in affording the maximum protection for the invention 
disclosed. Applicant is advised to secure the services of a registered patent attorney or 
agent to prosecute the application, since the value of a patent is largely dependent upon 
skilled preparation and prosecution. The Office cannot aid in selecting an attorney or 
agent. 

A listing of registered patent attorneys and agents is available on the USPTO 
Internet web site http://www.uspto.gov in the Site Index under "Attorney and Agent 
Roster." Applicants may also obtain a list of registered patent attorneys and agents 
located in their area by writing to the Mail Stop OED, Director of the U. S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, PO Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vikkram Bali whose telephone number is 571 .272.7415. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 AM - 3:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eileen Lillis can be reached on 571 .272.6928. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 



For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. J/7 A 



Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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